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J
ohn Woodside, the founding editor 
of the Rivendell Reader, knew that 
it was critical that you, our friends 
and supporters, have the opportu-

nity to experience the impact Rivendell 
School has on parents, children, teachers 
and therapists in their work together. In 
this, the 20th edition of the Reader, we 
celebrate and carry on his mission and 
share with you the many ways in which 
we practice what we know best: promot-
ing excellent early childhood education 
in a wide variety of inclusive programs. 
Our stories can never be told without 
you because you are an essential part of 
the narrative.  In a world where political 
and educational trends continue to in-
fluence a “one-size-fits-all” approach for 
children, your contributions ensure that 
Rivendell School, with its individualized 
and comprehensive approach to learning 
in the early years, can weather the cur-
rent climate in which we work to benefit 
young children. 

Because of your ongoing support, we are 
indeed thriving as the stories in this is-
sue of the Reader attest. In one, a parent 
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What Makes It Feel Like Magic?
A l e x A n d r A T.  VA s q u e z

When our daughter Lucia started Rivendell, she spoke very little English. 
She would speak to friends and teachers with a loud and overly articu-
lated voice (as some people will use when speaking to tourists), as if to 
say: I will work with your limitation. It was a striking and hilarious signal 
of a confidence that we hoped she would hold on to while growing up 
in school. From the outset, her teachers did not seek to “fix” or correct 
her multilingual difference. They met her in the verbal crossroads and 
encouraged her to feel her ability to code-switch as a kind of play. I don’t 
know how they did this, but like many things about Rivendell, it often 
feels like magic.

But magic it isn’t. This example does everything to suggest the deeply 
committed and compassionate work of the teachers and administrators. 
Their collective efforts to meet children where they are reveal how the 
best educators are also the best improvisers.  This tireless flexibility is 
felt at the start of each school day. The veterans among us know that 
the scramble to get kids to school rivals the suspense and horror seen in 
thrillers. But once you walk through the door of Rivendell, everything 
changes. Moods lighten. Tensions loosen. From the minute we cross the 
threshold between the world and school, the administrators and teachers 
extend an invitation to us all: every day offers the potential for something 
new. A spider found in the classroom will become a rescue mission. A 
friend will join you on the roof to make up funny noises. A letter learned 
from the alphabet will offer another thing to inscribe in the snow.

While parents are usually familiar with inclusion philosophies, I have long 
been awe-struck as to how they are practiced at Rivendell. The teachers 
engage the classroom with kaleidoscopic attention; they take in multiple 
worlds, and the classroom activities at work in them, all at once. Inclusion 
is not an overwrought speech or a belief made “tolerable” for the children. 
It is a visualizing ethos, an unspoken-but-felt difference. The teachers cre-
ate an innovative surrounding where children encounter difference as an 
enriching, and ordinary, part of life. At Rivendell, the inclusion philoso-
phy is an imaginative doing, not a program to be followed. Teachers make 
familiar the different routines experienced by some friends throughout 
the course of a day, all without fanfare. Lucia will often refer to a child 
and their SEIT partner as a collaborative unit. They are part of each oth-
er. For our other daughter Manuela, the SEIT becomes another presence 
in the room to look forward to. She loves to observe how they help and 
are helped with their charges. I’m grateful that my daughters’ education 
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involves a close witnessing of this unique kind of partnership; it offers a 
model of mutual kindness and care.

Rivendell is like an ecological system; it holds together unexpected areas 
of everyday life. Permit a vulnerable anecdote: one of us lost a parent this 
year, and the teachers and administrators worked overtime to help us find 
ways to live in our daughters’ first experience of loss. Their concern for 
our family was a generous structure—it gave us room to grieve ourselves 
because we knew that our children could count on additional love and 
support from teachers. They even gave us the words when we had none. 
We learned how to communicate that the end of life is a part of life. That 
even in loss there are joyful parallels to be made to the girls’ Growing 
Connections classes. Their compassionate reinforcement saved us during 
a difficult time.

Friends, teachers, staff, and SEITs are popular characters at our mealtime 
conversations. They all form a kind of daytime family that the girls take 
pleasure in sharing with us. It is their world, and we try hard to respect 
it. Thankfully, the teachers are incredibly thorough at tuning us in to 
what our daughters are up to behind the scenes. We are given important 
updates on their overall development and reports on those idiosyncrasies 
that fascinate parents and caretakers as our children become their own 
people. When we must say goodbye to Rivendell, we will leave it knowing 
that this first experience of school has rooted a love for learning in our 
daughters. And like the tree that carries its name, they will join the ro-
bust collective of Rivendell’s branches eager and ready to grow forth into 
whatever comes next.

A Love Letter to Rivendell from Teachers, Parents 
and Children at Maple Street School

We n dy Jo Co l e

Je n n i f e r  sm i T h

Maple Street School has always had an inclusive heart and yet we have 
not always known what we are doing and sometimes we still don’t. We 
do try to tour prospective families with love and confidence and ex-
plain to them that children with special needs matter deeply at Maple 
Street: they add to our community, and it is our job to learn to serve 
them. We differ from some other schools that believe the child should 
fit the school; we believe it is the school’s job to figure out how to fit the 
child. We don’t do this perfectly at all, and have failed multiple times. 
We have also had some success thanks to learning and caring teachers 
and to partnerships with schools like Rivendell helping us create exu-
berant, supportive, loving places for children and their grown-ups.
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These are some of the ways Rivendell, its teachers and children, have 
changed Maple Street. We are not only grateful to you; we are different 
because of you.

1.  We have learned that we can ask for support and be both fierce and 
kind as advocates. When we started Maple Street, we did our best 
with the skills and resources we had, and we couldn’t do it all. We 
remember marching around the block with a boy over and over, 
singing and hoping we could settle him back into his classroom. 
He had some angry words for many of us…he couldn’t control his 
body and we couldn’t get him to. But we could get him help. With 
support he was able to integrate slowly back into the classroom, and 
we could continue to teach and invite him back feeling proud of his 
every try.

2.  We have learned to make our classroom environments and practic-
es more responsive to children with special and sensory needs, and 
to all children. This is an ongoing challenge and a learning process, 
especially given our limited space. Nevertheless we have gotten bet-
ter at creating cozy and quiet areas, at increasing our fine and gross 
motor options, at slowing down to wait for children to put their 
coats on, and at developing homemade sensory materials. Rivendell 
SEIT Eileen has even provided workshops for teachers and parents 
at Maple Street. These adaptations have served our children with 
special services as well as our typical children.

3.  We have become better at planning for children’s futures. Maple 
Street and Rivendell have worked together to navigate the maze of 
options for kindergarten and beyond. We are grateful for those con-
versations where there is a deep knowledge of a child and an under-
standing of a good school match for his or her strengths and stretch-
es. For the last several years this partnership has made us confident 
that we can almost always find a place for a child to thrive. We be-
lieve our relationship with Rivendell and its teachers will continue 
to have a positive impact on children for years to come.

4.  We now have a resource for identifying and evaluating children. 
Many children begin school before their special needs have been 
identified or recognized; others have had tricky early-intervention 
experiences. Rivendell supports Maple Street in identifying chil-
dren and evaluating them. When we send families to Rivendell we 
know we can trust that they are in good hands. This process can be 
filled with emotion for families, and Rivendell treats our families’ 
processes and feelings with care and compassion.

5.  We value our relationship with Rivendell, and look forward to op-
portunities to learn together. Our favorite moments are when Riven-
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dell and Maple Street teachers share ideas and co-create —not only 
for their students, but for all students. Additionally, parents and 
children have formed deep bonds with our SEITs. These connec-
tions add to our diversity, our inclusion, and our joy. I am sure each 
family served by SEITs and Rivendell and Maple Street together 
has a unique and important experience. Here are some powerful 
testimonials from grateful parents that express the benefits from the 
collaboration of Rivendell SEITs and Maple Street teachers working 
together.

“When I brought in the cupcakes for M today, I had a visceral and 
very emotional reaction to being there at Maple Street to celebrate 
M’s birthday. Last year I came as well and I remember looking through 
the glass into the class, and M was sitting against the wall, staring off, 
disengaged from circle time. When I came in and he was invited to 
jump and dance for his birthday, he refused and instead sat on my lap. 
I remember it feeling disconcerting to see my little boy, who was gre-
garious and chatty at home, be so withdrawn and closed off at school. 
Thus began the past year’s journey of beginning OT, going through 
the long CPSE process, and finally being awarded a Rivendell SEIT in 
March. To see M today, when Annemarie asked, “Whose birthday is it 
today?” and see him leap up into the circle and exclaim “Me!” and then 
to hear him listen and respond as the group asked “Are you one? Are 
you two?...” and then see him jump and invite friends to jump (until he 
said to Annemarie “my feet are tired from jumping”) I nearly wept. …
It felt very much like a marker today, showing just how far he has come 
in a year and how happy he was there today.”

“When G first started Maple Street, we knew that she was not devel-
oping on pace with her peers and had already secured an IEP for her. 
I’ll never forget our first parent-teacher conference with Peggy and Toti 
when we had an in-depth conversation about the extent of how far her 
speech was behind her classmates. It was an extremely sobering experi-
ence that I wouldn’t wish on any parent. Peggy shared G’s self portrait 
with us and while the artwork was lovely, it was sad to see that it had 
no words to accompany it. G’s communication was unintelligible jargon 
and she couldn’t provide a quote to any of her teachers so her portrait 
only had her name. I’ll never forget how I left that conference feeling 
extremely anxious for, confused and sad for my child. I felt she needed 
more help than I was qualified to give her and I didn’t know how to 
make it right. Fast-forward a year. Barbara took a moment to share 
G’s self portrait with me last week. As many of you have mentioned 
to me, we spoke about how spunky/verbal G is this year. It immedi-
ately brought tears to my eyes (and I am not an emotional person) to 
see that she had three sentences to accompany her drawing, a HUGE 
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improvement from last year. Dare I say a miracle for a child who was 
two and a half years behind in speech? We couldn’t be more proud and 
happy that she’s just been exploding with new language, confidence 
and a great sense of humor this year. She’s happier and more social 
than ever.”

These experiences support children and make Maple Street what it is. 

We are grateful for Rivendell.

In cooperation,

Wendy and Jenn 
Directors of Maple Street School

Teaching at Rivendell 
Ve r A Be r lyAVs k y 

C l A s s ro o m TWo Te AC h e r

This is my third year working as a classroom teacher at Rivendell. I dis-
covered the school when I was enrolled in a year-long Montessori training 
program. I was looking for a school where I could do my student teaching, 
and Rivendell immediately stood out to me as an exceptional Montessori 
school. 

The core values of Rivendell are fundamental Montessori values: re-
sponding with peace and kindness to fellow human beings, giving chil-
dren’s activities the value that they deserve by treating them as “work,” 
giving the child the right to choose what she wants to do throughout the 
day—and honoring such choices —and honoring the process of a child’s 
toil over and above the final product. 

These fundamental Montessori ideas are the backbone of our school. The 
other vital component of the school is inclusion. In an effort to enrich my 
teaching practice, I recently enrolled in graduate school for Early Child-
hood and Special Needs Education and am in the process of earning cer-
tification in this specialty. Much of what I learn in my program is modeled 
to me through the teachers at Rivendell. Inclusion, both on paper and in 
practice, requires the flexibility for teachers to create materials for chil-
dren, spend time with each student individually, present ideas in multiple 
ways, rearrange the classroom to meet the physical needs of all children, 
allow for learning to be child-directed, and plan for the needs of every 
child in group lessons. At Rivendell, inclusion and Montessori are part of 
the daily dialogue, and these practices together have greatly strengthened 
my own teaching. 
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Strengthening Our CORE
Rivendell’s School’s CORE Program was created in 2007 in response 
to the growing number of preschool-age children who had been 
judged to be at risk for failure or, in some cases, had already failed in 
their local preschool settings. The children  enrolled in the program 
are typically on the autistic spectrum, and, while they are chrono-
logically old enough for placement in preschool, they lack the readi-
ness skills needed to learn in a traditional inclusive classroom. CORE 
special education itinerant teachers plan individually for each child, 
using the unique Key Concepts Curriculum to fine-tune instruction 
and gauge readiness for classroom participation. Over time, Rivendell 
Preschool classroom teachers have become more actively involved 
with CORE staff, and collaboration between both groups of teachers 
is essential now that the children are simultaneously enrolled in both 
the CORE and the Preschool programs. This transition makes sense 
given the emphasis our philosophy places on the power of team-build-
ing on behalf of children. This year CORE and Preschool teachers 
will explore the ways in which they can share perspectives about the 
path to authentic inclusion in Rivendell Preschool classrooms. Their 
Inclusion Project mission includes collecting information about the 
children  —for example, their “can do” list of skills and the equally 
important key concepts that pinpoint what each needs to be taught 
to be ready for school. The Project will also compare the CORE Key 
Concept curriculum for each child, with its focus on individual abil-
ities and unique learning styles, with the overall Preschool curricu-
lum, where meaningful membership in the class community is a goal 
for every child. The Project activities and results will inform a train-
ing initiative for those who acknowledge the power of the CORE 
approach and want to learn more about how to apply its principles 
with similar populations of children enrolled in inclusive settings. We 
look forward to sharing what we learn from our special education and 
classroom teachers with you.

We Remember
Antoinette Cicchetti, one of our most generous supporters, died this 
summer at age 86. Her contributions continue to support our innova-
tive CORE Program.

John Woodside, founding editor of the Rivendell Reader and husband 
of founder Rosalie Woodside, died last November. His dedication to 
Rivendell will be remembered and honored with each edition of the 
Rivendell Reader.
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Growing Connections: Focus on Kindergarten
su e su r AT T

Our kindergarten curriculum focuses on discovery through experimen-
tation. We experiment to verify assumed truths (what we’ve read and 
what we’ve been told) and to find answers to questions that come up as 
we go along. Some experiments have been planned and others are quite 
spontaneous. We weigh and measure, estimate and prove. The fun is in 
the constant exploration.

As well as formal experiments, we tackle every-day problems in the green-
house and garden. We wonder about all kinds of things:

Does it really make a significant difference whether you plant old seeds or 
new ones?

Do plants really need light in order to grow?

How do you propagate a cactus?

What do you think might be eating our pea plants?

Why did so many of our previously thriving winterberries suddenly die 
mid-winter?

These and other questions give us the opportunity to take what children 
know, apply it to the current situation, and speculate on causes and/or 
probable outcomes. Our mantra is STOP AND THINK! As the year 
progresses, the children become excellent observers and quite accurate 
predictors.

The skills children acquire in their kindergarten year at Rivendell should 
serve them well as they move on to first grade. They become enthusiastic 
questioners, willing to reach their own conclusions and state their own 
ideas. Their curiosity leads to interesting projects and broadens the focus 
of our curriculum. Their ability to apply their accumulated knowledge to 
new demands provides an excellent foundation for future learning!

December 2015
Zero to Three National Training Institute
Seattle, Washington
“Building Bridges To Shared Meaning”

June 2016
The City University of New York
New York, New York
New York Early Childhood Professional 

Development Institute
“Pre-K For All Training”

May 2016
World Association of Infant Mental Health
Prague, Czech Republic
“Finding Common Ground with Parents of 

Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder”

Park Slope Child Care Collective
Brooklyn, New York
“Children Who Struggle with Class Routines”

r i V e n del l  Pr e se n T s
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Growing My Connections
Br i g i T T e  yo h e

In June, we said goodbye to Sugie Weiss and Sue Suratt, who had run our 
horticultural program, Growing Connections. After ten years of working 
with us at Rivendell Preschool two days a week, they became such an im-
portant part of the preschool curriculum that it was hard for the teachers 
and staff to imagine what Growing Connections would look like after 
their retirement. 

Ten years ago, Sugie and Sue developed a hands-on program in earth sci-
ence that exposes the children to nature throughout the seasons. Through 
observations, the children learn how temperature, light and water affect 
our plants. Once a week, the classes participate in planting and maintain-
ing our beautiful flower and vegetable garden in the backyard at school. 
They watch the seedlings grow into plants that produce flowers, food they 
love to nibble on, and more seeds to collect in order to plant again in the 
spring. Our own heated greenhouse gives the children the opportunity to 
participate in the lessons throughout the cold winter months, when they 
explore soil, mud, snow and ice. It is also the home of a worm habitat, a 
composting project that exposes the children to more recycling; collect-
ing food scraps and feeding them to the worms incorporates and further 
introduces sustainability. The end product is a wonderful fertilizer!

I have always loved the science curriculum here at Rivendell Preschool 
and have had the opportunity to develop Growing Connections lessons 
with Sue that make sense to even our very youngest two-year-olds in Class 
One, so I was happy to become the new Growing Connections teacher. 
Beginning this fall the program will expand to four days a week, allowing 
each class more time and greater flexibility to explore science in addition 
to art and music. 

I am very excited to work with all the children and the teachers, as well 
as with Delsa, our art teacher and Adam, our music teacher. Our goal 
this year is to expand this wonderful program into an everyday experi-
ence for each classroom group. Building on the knowledge the children 
receive in Growing Connections during their school days will add to the 
already rich and challenging environment they experience and learn from 
at Rivendell Preschool.

All photographs by Marc Goldberg, who generously donated his services.

www.marcgoldbergphotography.com

917-312-6824
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$100,000 & Over
Antoinette Cicchetti

$50,000 & Over
The Morris and Alma 

Schapiro Fund

$30,000 to $49,999
The Nora Roberts Foundation

$5,000 to $29,999
Shelley Dick & Marcel Dzama

Gretchen & Peter Lang

$2,500 to $4,999
Meghan Eison & Benjamin 

Farkas

Liz & John Libre

Rachel & Michael Lousteau

Moody’s for Luisa DeGaetano

Sara & Dan Shulman

Jeanne & Ian Wall

Mandy & James Wynn

$1,000 to $2,499
Beth Lebowitz & Jerome Adler 

in memory of Max Adler

Sara Shandler & Peter Banks

Elsa Butler & Andrew Bogart

Claire Ellis & Chad Cooper

Amy Jo & Bill Frischling

Meredith & Jason Griffith

Sybil Hannah

Maureen & Jonathan Holtz

Melissa & Zul Jamal

Renee Ifill & Bobby Jones

Luciana Solano & Louis 
Katzman

Eleanor Macdonald & Alex 
Kobak

Julie & Lawrence Kwon

Julia Tung & Tongwei Liu

Luisa DeGaetano & David 
Lucca

Katy Crile & Aaron Mason

The Mazzeo Agency, Inc.

Lucy & Jon McMillan

Harold Pearson 

Christy & Jackson Phillips

Chanthasone & Alfred Pinero

Maggie & Hank Powell

Prosky & Rosenfeld LLP, CPAs

Quest Financial Services LLC

Meredith Mendelsohn & Brad 
Randlett

Marni Deutsch & Eric 
Schoenfeld

Pia & Harry Seekings

Kate & Kabir Singh

Ibby & David Sollors

Sallie Stutz

Amy Quinn-Suplina & 
Nicholas Suplina

Christa Rimonneau & Timothy 
Surowiecki

Jean & Mark Tansey

Susan & Joseph Walkush

Ann & Robert Winters

$500 to $999
Lindsay & Nick Alexander

Zayyana Amry & Faisal 
Al-Sharji

Serena & Shan Basith

Annemarie Uliasz & Larry 
Brown

Stacy Crowell & Simon 
Carruthers

Deirdre & Stephen Curry

Severine Pardo & Esteban 
Espinal

Justine & Matthew Fludgate

Amy Lu & Charles Greer

Hudson Valley Bank

Betty & Luke Lawrence

Marion & Che Liang

Jessica Millstone & Steve Rivo

Alice Borghini & Jonathan 
Ratner

Hilda Romero & Michael 
Remyn

Shelly Wolf Scott & Powell 
Scott

Katharine Bailey & Ben 
Selkow

Jennifer & Matt Siegel

Margaret & Joshua Silver

Law Offices of Regina Skyer

Megan McGrath & Rob 
Stephenson

Elizabeth & James Therkalson

Esme Usdan

Wendy & Manish Valecha

Johanna Hamilton & Paul 
Van Zyl

Claude Monique Viard

Rosalie V. & John M. 
Woodside

Maaike Bouwmeester & 
Alexander Wright

Anna Zhang & Joseph Yau

Anonymous in memory of 
Amanda Pearson

$250 to $499
Faiza Kazmi & Farid Aliyev

Alexandra Vasquez & 
Vincenzo Amato

Genevieve & John Bagley in 
memory of Suzanne Bagley

Karen Bridboard

Anda Bordean & Gregory 
Bugaj

Eliza Byard & Eva Kolodner

Lovleen & Joseph Cavanagh

Erika Niwa & Nicholas Cutaia

Carmelyn Malalis & Lule 
Demmissie

Deutsche Bank Americas 
Foundation for Faiza Kazmi

Julie Anne Dilley

John G. Dockendorff

Hasiena & Terence Dwarika

Leila & Muhammad Faridi

Patricia Gaffney

Katy Hill

Hudson Valley National 
Foundation

Lindsey & Alan Jaffe

Spela Sterle & Jordan Jan

Suzi Jones

Katie & Rajan Kapoor

Kepos Capital LP for Michael 
Nigro

Lara Fitch & Ted Lazarus

Marie Rudden & Peter Lazes

Elisa Lundy

Darya & Kris Mastronardi

Tina Mochon

Caroline & Michael Nigro

Kumiko & Jeffrey Pannullo

Lorena Ramirez & Julian 
Rampelmann

Mario Ritualo

Lisa & Jonathan Sack

Linda Schick

Ronni & Glenn Silver

Sarah & Jadrian Steele

Lisa & Stephen Stowe

Susan Thomas & Jason Stroud

Lauren Daniluk & William Tung

Ann & Barrett White

Kirsten & John Williams

Ellen Zahl in honor of 
Rivendell & the life of  
Ben Adler

$100 to $249
Adobe – for Alison Cattelona

Therese D. Bernbach

Marian Bouwmeester

Alison & Joseph Cattelona

Philip Cohen

Holly, Peter & Tess Dolce

Sue & Paul Epstein in memory 
of Amanda Pearson

Becky Mode & Chris Erikson

Catharine DuBois Fincke

Leslie & Mark Godridge

Julie Gaither & Taylor Griffin

Laura & Sebastian Guerra

Mona & Oz Hanley

Janine & Stephen Hodgkins

Rachele & Patrick Honner

Ginny Hut

Elise & Romain Job

Kolthida & John Johnston

Kate Sweeney & Jesse Keller

Carol Kolins

Lois & Walter Licht

Susan Brady & Mark Loeffler

Sally & Richard Mann

Deanna Carlisle Moss

Darnell & Eric Newsum

Outten & Golden for 
Carmelyn Malalis

Kathy & Rob Price

Theresa Salvanti

Carolyn & David Sandholm

Erika Schultz

Constance Tanner

Gale Kaufman & Michael Van 
Biema

Lissy Vomacka

Cynthia Vos

Up to $99
Katy & James Adams

Lauren Baum

Sara Bevington & Fred Folmer

Katie Browning

Martha Restrepo & Guillermo 
Cadena

Yashmin Fernandes & Antonio 
Castro

So Hyung Lee & Chris Davis

Audrey Manley & Thomas 
Fritton

Owen Gannon

Roya Ghiasy-Xhafa

Judy Herskowitz

Ann Jeffrey

Joann & Joseph Kneafsey

Alisa & Jon Lamont

Thomas Leonard

Rosalia LoBue

Pamela & Eric Lugo

Gretchen Grace & Eric Moore

Erin & Chris Ozer

Lisa Perlmutter

Margaret & Matthew 
Popowsky

Carol Sokolovsky

Nancy Foner & Peter 
Swerdloff

Shirley & Matthew Taddonio

Jessica Taylor

Rachel Tenney

Heather Shamsai & Basil 
Williams

Brigitte Yohe

In-Kind Contributions
Boru Vodka

D’Artagnan Gourmet Foods

Dairyland

Du Jour Bakery
Fresh Direct

Jim and Andy’s/Carmine 
Cincotta Produce

Good Wine

Anna Klinger

Pat LaFrieda Meats

Pierless Fish
Salvatore Ricotta

Sixpoint Brewery

Smith and Vine
Taskrabbit, Inc.

Trader Joe’s

Union Market

Wine 365

John Woodside

Friends of Rivendell School 2015
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$50,000 & Over
The Morris and Alma 

Schapiro Fund

$30,000 to $49,999
Antoinette Cicchetti

The Nora Roberts Foundation

$2,500 to $29,999
Rachel & Michael Lousteau

Melissa & Zul Jamal

Mandy & James Wynn

Liz & John Libre

Lucy & John McMillan

Susan & Joseph Walkush

Elsa Butler & Andrew Bogart

Stephanie Wang-Breal & 
Benoit Breal

Mary Dixie Carter & Stephen 
Kempf

Lorena Ramirez & Julian 
Rampelmann

Sara Shandler & Peter Banks

Anna Kuzmik & George 
Sampas

$1,000 to $2,499
Claire Ellis & Chad Cooper

Ibby & David Sollors

Christy & Jackson Phillips 

Diane Sammer & Monique 
Hoeflinger

Wendy & Rob Wetstone

Laura Dawn & Daron Murphy

Wendy & Manish Valecha

Maaike Bouwmeester & 
Alexander Wright

Christa Rimonneau & Timothy 
Surowiecki

Shelley Dick & Marcel Dzama

Maria Luisa DeGaetano & 
David Lucca

The Mazzeo Agency, Inc.

Harold Pearson in memory of          
Amanda Pearson

Jean & Mark Tansey

Lule Demmissie & Carmelyn 
Malalis

Ann & Roberts Winters

Gretchen & Peter Lang

Zeena Rao & Narayan Raj

Amy Lu & Charles Greer

Lauren & Adam Wexler
Maureen & Jonathan Holtz

Beth Lebowitz & Jerome 
Adler in memory of John 
Woodside

Prosky & Rosenfeld LLP, CPAs

Quest Financial Services LLC

Benjamin Hare

Sally Stutz in memory of John 
Woodside

Anda Bordean & Gregory 
Bugaj

Sybil Hannah in memory of 
John Woodside

Goldman Sachs matching for 
Narayan Raj

$500 to $999
Sara McPhee & Brandon 

Fong

Amy Herzog & Sam Gold

Eleanor Macdonald & Alex 
Kobak

Natalie & Chris Hennessy

Kate & Kabir Singh

Erin & Chris Ozer

Moody’s matching for Luisa 
DeGaetano

Zayyana Amry & Faisal 
Al-Sharji

Jeanne-Marie Osterman

Sterling Bank

Shelly Wolf Scott & Powell 
Scott

Justine & Matthew Fludgate

Annemarie Uliasz & Larry 
Brown

Caroline Fraser & Joel Barkow

Linda & Jerry Schick

Elise & Romain Job

Elizabeth & Kevin Cryan

Darnell & Eric Newsum

Law Offices of Regina 
Skyer in memory of John 
Woodside

Yashmin Fernandes & Antonio 
Castro

Alice Borghini & Jonathan 
Ratner

Holly Brodie & Andres Davis
Levy & Zablocki

Emily Forland & Mark Abrams

Faiza Kazmi & Farid Aliyev

Catharine DuBois Fincke

Any Jo & Bill Frischling
Lindsey & Alan Jaffe

Julia Tung & Tongwei Liu

Michael McConnell

Remco Press

Esme Usdan

Anna Zhang & Joseph Yau

Anonymous in memory of 
Amanda Pearson

Anonymous in memory of 
John Woodside

$250 to $499
Hasiena & Terence Dwarika

Owen Gannon

Lauren Baum

Martin & Katz

Elisa Lundy

Amelia & Craig D’Entrone

Katy Hill

Mainland

Alexandra Vasquez & 
Vincenzo Amato 

Stacy Crowell & Simon 
Carruthers

J & A Estes

John G. Dockendorff

Betty & Luke Lawrence

Rosalie V. Woodside in 
memory of John Woodside

Patricia Gaffney in memory of 
John Woodside

Laura & Terrence McGovern

Sarah & Jadrian Steele

Brigitte Yohe

Tracy & Francois Cabanis in 
memory of John Woodside

Christina Novinsky & 
Gabriele Fontana

Thomas Gilbert in memory of 
John Woodside

Frieda & Yokhai Givon in 
memory of John Woodside

Rachele & Patrick Honner

Marion & Che Liang

Deanna Carlisle Moss in 
memory of John Woodside

Neal Rosenberg, Esq.

Lisa & Jonathan Sack
Theresa Salvanti in memory of 

John Woodside

Carolyn & David Sandholm
Elena & Carter Weiss

Ann & Barrett White

$100 to $249
Thomson Reuters matching 

for Holtz
Jennifer & Matt Siegel

Lissy Vomacka in memory of 
John Woodside

Hatgis
Jeanne Alter in memory of 

John Woodside 

Marie Rudden & Peter Lazes

Angie & Ted Michaels

Caroline & Michael Nigro

Kathy & Rob Price

Rachel Kash & David Rosen

Becky Mode & Chris Erikson

Mona & Oz Hanley

Tina Mochon in memory of 
John Woodside

Maggie & Hank Powell in 
memory of John Woodside

Hillary Reyl

Cynthia Vos

Margaret Weiss

Genevieve & John Bagley

Therese Bernbach

Sarah Bevington & Fred Folmer 
in memory of John Woodside

Katie Browning

Martha Restrepo & Guillermo 
Cadena

Janet Weeks, Philip Cohen & 
Josiah Cohen

Caroline Cox in memory of 
John Woodside

E & J Dalton

Leslie & Mark Godridge

Beth & Ted Howes

Eileen Hurley

Anita & Richard Inz in memory 
of John Woodside

Lois & Walter Licht

Susan Brady & Mark Loeffler

Michele Exline & Maziar 
Minovi

Irene Kaufman & Daniel 
Neiden

Elise & Rodman Neumann in 
memory of John Woodside

Janelle Reid

Stephen Salett
Erika Schultz

Ken & Foo Cassidy Westlund

Up to $99
Anna Hart

Nora & Johnny Carillo
Katie & Rajan Kapoor

Jeanette Greene in memory of            
John Woodside

Jenay Alejandro

Claire Bazinet in memory of 
John Woodside

Kathleen Love & Glenn Bell
Johanna Gohmann & David 

Boyle

Jenny Burns

Elayne Chanil in memory of 
John Woodside

Christie Episcopio

Ginny Hut

Zailoon & Nootan Jagdeo

Gillian & Meir Kahtan

Marion Morgenthal & Lance 
Lynford in memory of John 
Woodside

Barbara & Charles Nurnberg 
in memory ofJohn 
Woodside

Sasha Olney

Lois & Barry Ostrow

Susie & Greg Pak

Merin Urban & Peter Storey

Leatrice Stutz

Shirley & Matthew Taddonio

Tamara & Jason Tepper

Adela Vargas

Heather Shamsai & Basil 
Williams

Jennifer Martin

Amy Sohn in memory of John 
Woodside

Carol Sokolovsky

Nancy Foner & Peter 
Swerdloff in memory of 
John Woodside

Wiliamsburg Neighborhood 
Nursery School

Julie Gaither & Taylor Griffin

In-Kind Contributions
Barcode Props

Big Nose Full Body

Carmine Cicotta/Jim and 
Andy’s Produce

Dairyland
D’Artagnan Gourmet Foods

Du Jour Bakery

Good Wine

Anna Klinger

Pierless Fish
Margaret Shaw Powell 

Prospect Wine Shop

Royal Crown Bakery
Sixpoint Brewery

Smith and Vine

Union Market

Wine 365

Friends of Rivendell School 2016
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Rivendell School  
277 Third Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11215

Rivendell School  
Board of Trustees

Darnell Carr Newsum
Harold Arthur Pearson

Sallie Stutz
Ann Winters, M.D.

Mandy Wynn

Ex officio
Katy Hill

Elisa Lundy

continued from page 1

describes the impact of Rivendell on her family as magical, but under-
scores her understanding that dedication, commitment, and compassion 
are what create the magical effect.  In another, our long-time friends at 
the Maple Street School write about their work with Rivendell special 
education teachers in the form of a love letter, highlighting all the ways 
in which collaboration with Rivendell has enhanced their response to 
the needs of their students. You’ll learn about the new level of teamwork 
between special education and classroom teachers working with students 
simultaneously enrolled in both the CORE and Rivendell Preschool Pro-
grams. And, while one of our classroom teachers thoughtfully considers 
the connection between Rivendell’s core values and Maria Montessori’s 
philosophy on early childhood education, the creators of Growing Con-
nections, our well-respected science program, pass their wisdom and ex-
perience on as they enter retirement. Each story is indeed magical in 
its own way. What they have in common is the impact Rivendell has 
through its programs to inspire thinking, create change, and motivate 
collaboration, all on behalf of children. 

Your financial support is part of the magic created by Rivendell School. 
We rely on your contributions to provide scholarships, fill funding gaps, 
enrich existing programs, and meet new needs. Please be a generous 
member of the Rivendell community again this year!

Very best wishes,

welcome to
IVENDELL SCHOOLR
A Focus on Early Childhood

We celebrate and support early childhood development by providing 
 a broad range of education, evaluation and early intervention programs  

for preschool children and their families

Evaluation &  
Intervention Services

Montessori Preschool


