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Dear Friends of Rivendell,
Welcome to the latest edition of the Reader 
and the traditional launch of our Annual Ap-
peal for your ongoing support! The Reader 
celebrates all things Rivendell, an agency 
that remains steadfast in pursuit of its mis-
sion to provide the very best early education 
for preschoolers and kindergartners through 
a range of programs and services that, taken 
together, reflect our belief in authentic inclu-
sion for the young learners and their families 
that we serve every year. 

This year we celebrate a milestone in Riven-
dell history: the founding 40 years ago of The 
Children’s House of Park Slope, what in 1998 
would become the forerunner of the Riven-
dell Preschool we know today. Two parents 
write about the Preschool and its impact on 
their families in the Reader this year. One 
eloquently describes the evolution of rela-
tionship and trust, developed over time for 
her, her child and their Rivendell team. The 
other makes a compelling case, based on his 
assessment of what makes the Preschool so 
unique, for contributions to the scholarship 
fund, the only way we are able to welcome 
and include families from a range of income 
levels in our community. 

Rivendell’s special education itinerant teach-
ing program and its evaluation services 
predate the development of the Preschool as 

continued on page 12
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Our Resource for Council and Wisdom
MARTHA FOOTE
Director, Park Slope Child Care Collective

Rivendell — In J.R.R. Tolkien’s “Lord of the Rings” 
Rivendell is a home for the elves and a treasury 
of counsel and wisdom for the denizens of Mid-

dle-earth. For the Park Slope Child Care Collective, Brook-
lyn’s Rivendell is our own special treasury — the place to 
which we turn for counsel and wisdom when we need to 
provide children and families extra support.

As the director of the Collective, I regularly observe stu-
dents who struggle with classroom life  —  who flop their 
bodies to the floor, strain to focus at circle time, strike out 
at classmates, melt down during transitions, and/or es-
chew our daily activities. When the Collective teachers and 
I see that a child’s struggles transcend our capacities to 
meet her needs, we begin a process of sharing our obser-
vations and professional judgment with the parents, cul-
minating in a recommendation that they formally request 
(to the Department of Education Committee for Preschool 
Special Education) an evaluation. “And,” we add, “be sure 
to request Rivendell to conduct the evaluation.”

Through the years we have seen children evaluated by 
many different agencies, but it is only Rivendell we trust 
to do the most thorough and perceptive evaluation possi-
ble. When Rivendell evaluators visit the Collective, they 
take their time not only to observe the child in the class-
room setting, but to speak with the teachers and me about 
our concerns. We rest assured that our contributions are 
valued, and we always see them included with the evalu-
ators’ expert input in their final reports and recommen-
dations. Moreover, Rivendell is right there for the fami-
lies as well  — compassionately guiding them through 
the evaluation process and skillfully advocating for the 
services that the child needs. With Rivendell in charge, 

we know that a family will be well respected and well  
cared for.

But the process isn’t over yet — and neither is Rivendell’s 
support. When the services are mandated, and the man-
date includes a SEIT (Special Education Itinerant Teacher), 
again, we advise the parents to request Rivendell. We have 
had SEITs from several different places and I can tell you, 
without hesitation, the Rivendell SEITs are far and away 
the most dedicated and skilled group of special educators 
with whom I have had the good fortune to work. Their deep 
care, knowledge, and sensitivity have truly transformed 
children’s  —  and families’  —  lives. Plus, as part of their 
work, they collaborate daily with our classroom teachers 
to impart and receive updates on a child’s development 
and to share their insights and techniques for optimal sup-
port. The result? Children who could not play with their 
classmates have learned the social skills they needed to 
carry out successful interactions and develop friendships. 
Children who could not navigate routines and transitions 
have learned to do so with the clear guidance and behavior 
techniques of their SEITs. I could go on and on as we have 
seen so many children, through the efforts of their Riven-
dell SEITs, achieve the success they need — and deserve — 
to find classroom life satisfying and fun. The SEITs’ trea-
sure is abundant, and all is done with the child’s growth 
and progress in mind. As Tolkien writes, “Little by little, 
one travels far.”

Rivendell, indeed, is our treasury  —  the place that pro-
vides us the counsel and wisdom we so, so need to support 
the Collective children and families who need a bit extra. I 
truly thank our lucky stars for Rivendell.

P.S. We haven’t seen any elves yet, but we’ll keep looking.
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Becoming Rivendell Preschool
LINDA SCHICK
Former Parent and Preschool Director

Founded in 1977, The Children’s House of Park Slope was an 
independent and small Montessori school for children three-
to-six years old on Seventh Street in Park Slope. Knowing of 

its excellent reputation, my husband and I applied to The Children’s 
House for our daughter in 1985. She attended the school for three 
years and thrived. When she moved on to first grade, I, having trained 
as a Montessori teacher, joined the staff.

The Children’s House program had always included the services of 
a specialist who observed one day a month and helped identify (in 
consultation with the teachers) difficulties that any student might be 
having. She then pointed families to trained professionals who could 
offer help.

When The Children’s House became part of Rivendell School in 1998, 
the services of special education itinerant teachers participating in 
the classroom setting became an integral part of the program. Their 
guidance and practices benefitted not only all the students, but also 
all the teachers in the school as well. Rivendell has thrived because 
of its fruitful blending of the Montessori philosophy with inclusive 
education policies.

What Does CORE Mean?
ROSALIE WOODSIDE 
CORE Coordinator

CORE is an acronym standing for Corrective Object Relation-
ship Education. Although it’s not a particularly catchy title, 
each word of that definition targets Rivendell’s approach to 

the children in that program. CORE’s educational model helps its stu-
dents on the Autistic Spectrum to learn at school by developing their 
ability to establish the relationships necessary to understand what 
school is about. All CORE children struggle to establish and maintain 
relationships. We believe that, by forming a positive understanding 
of teachers and their roles, CORE children can begin to comprehend 
classroom experiences. When experiences are meaningful and are 
shared, social understanding takes place. Children access learn-
ing experiences in school through the relationships they forge with 
teachers and classmates. Although the children in CORE are a part 
of Rivendell Preschool, they need help to think socially. We provide 
that help by placing the Teacher/Child relationship in the foreground 
and building a conceptual framework through the formation of key 
concepts. The key concepts are identified and labelled with a term 
that not only documents the concept but is most meaningful to the 
child. One student may learn the concept of time sequence through 
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RIVENDELL PRESENTS
CORE Coordinator, Rosalie Woodside, CORE SEIT, 

Denise Taddonio, and Executive Director, Katy Hill, 

present “From Peer Coach to Classroom Partner” 

on December 1, 2017 at the Zero to Three Annual 

Conference in San Diego, California. Their poster 

session will highlight the collaborative efforts among 

classroom and special education teachers working 

together on behalf of children enrolled in the CORE 

Program at Rivendell Preschool.

the terms “first/second”, while another may respond to “now/next”. 
Action-based concepts include “stop”, “wait”, “tell me” “look around”. 
Teachers teach these concepts across contexts because social under-
standing demands that we know that “wait” is the same in class, in the 
hall and on the roof.

In a preschool classroom, most children develop an inclusive social 
community by balancing their own interests with those of their peers. 
Making sense of this dynamic environment is challenging for CORE 
students. They see what other teachers and children are doing and 
make use of the classroom materials, but they struggle to understand 
the ongoing relationships that form the basis of life at school.

CORE, simply put, teaches those ongoing relationships in a way that 
means the most to each child. To do that, we must get to know the 
children and be known by them. That process is hard, but rewarding 
as teachers and CORE students learn to connect to each other, share 
perspective and strengthen their ability to communicate. We are re-
warded by the children’s smiles, laughter and energy reverberating 
throughout their school day. They show us that they are very often as 
happy to come to school as we are happy to see them. That is, at the 
heart of it, what CORE means.

We Remember
We were saddened by the death of former Rivendell School 
parent, Carolyn Cox, in October after a courageous battle 

with cancer. Carolyn was well known and appreciated for her 
spirit as well as her assertiveness on behalf of her children.  

We will miss her.
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Growing Connections Flourishes!
BRIGIT TE YOHE
Growing Connections Coordinator

W e’re already in full swing of the new school 
and I can’t believe I’m starting my second 
year as the Growing Connections teacher. 

My first-year experience in the greenhouse and class-
rooms was wonderful and I was thrilled how everyone, 
staff members, children and parents, were so support-
ive. It made it so easy for me to adjust to the new job.

Last January, we welcomed Charlotte Burke, our intern, 
to the Growing Connections Program as well. In addi-
tion to assisting with Growing Connections on Mondays 
and Tuesdays, she has been assigned to do some office 
work as well. The children welcomed Charlotte to Riven-
dell and she is now part of the team!

There have been exciting changes in the garden. We 
added a new raised bed last fall, enabling us to plant 
beautiful spring bulbs and have enough space to start 
the seeds for new vegetables while the bulbs are in 
bloom. In July, we were excited to get our new green-
house! The summer school children curiously watched 
Johnny take the old house down and put the new one up. 
He did it so quickly, that we only needed to move into 
the classroom for one lesson during construction! The 
new greenhouse is roomier and in addition to class-
room teachers, easily accommodates the special edu-
cators and service providers when they are with their 

assigned children during a Growing Connections les-
son.

As we are watching the leaves turn their fall colors and 
the plants in our garden wilt, the children have been 
busily gathering all kinds of seeds for planting in the 
spring, getting ready for another lush garden next year. 
The classrooms’ Jack-O’-Lanterns have been put into 
planters in the garden, so the children can watch them 
decompose and go back into the soil, eventually provid-
ing nutritious food for the new plants to grow. It is the 
time when we plant the bulbs and collect leaves for our 
leaf compost, awaiting the winter to come and give the 
garden a rest. The Growing Connection classes will con-
tinue in the heated greenhouse.

The children at our preschool learn at an early age that a 
plant starts its life cycle as a seed. They experience that 
we need to take some measures for the seed to germi-
nate, by providing soil, water and warmth. Curiously and 
patiently, the children await the day when the seedlings 
begin to peek out and grow into a plant that they will care 
for. As I await what the rest of the school year will bring, I 
am excited and very lucky to spend it with the children at 
Rivendell, witnessing their curious minds and their love 
for science every day.
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Challenges and Gifts
JOHANNA GOHMANN
Former Rivendell Preschool Parent

I’ll never forget the look on my son’s face that very first drop off. 
He wasn’t quite three years old, and when I bent down to tell him 
goodbye, I could see his expression move from one of shock (I 

was seriously leaving him?) to one of absolute sorrow. He hid behind 
his tiny hands and sobbed: “Bye bye, Momma!”

Tears stung my own eyes, and it took every ounce of willpower to 
stand, and force my legs to propel me forward and out the front door. 
It’s a moment every parent knows. That very first drop off can feel 
like you’re ripping your own heart out and dropping it off as well.

However, I’ll also never forget the day, shortly after, when I walked 
him in for drop off, and he gave me a gentle shove: “Time for you to 
go, Momma.”

He then turned and marched into the room, excited to see his friends 
and teachers and explore a new “work.” My eyes welled up that day as 
well, though these were tears of happiness and pride.

Entrusting the care of your small child to a building full of — let’s face 
it — strangers, is no small thing. As parents, we nervously research 
and tour. We read up, we talk to other parents and to teachers, but at 
the end of the day we just have to cross our fingers and hope we have 
made the right decision. Is the school a good fit for our child? Are the 
teachers caring and kind? Will we walk away feeling as though we 
have left our little one in a safe and nurturing space, or are we going 
to neurotically skulk at a nearby coffee shop and bite our nails?

Me — I was all set to bite my nails. I had even picked out the coffee 
shop where I could do my best skulking. And yet, that isn’t what hap-
pened at all. From that very first drop off — as wrenching as it was — I 
knew in my gut that I was leaving my little guy someplace not only 
safe and nurturing, but someplace special.

During our two years at Rivendell, my little boy made the very first 
friends of his life. He delighted in singing new songs, and marveled 
at earthworms and seedpods. He learned to ask for a turn, and how 
to carefully roll up his mat, and clean up his workspace. And yes, that 
is pretty standard fare for a preschooler, I know. But it was the im-
mense kindness, patience, and dedication of everyone at the school 
that made these experiences feel so precious.

It was in the quiet moments, like watching my son sit with a SEIT 
and imitate her gently rocking a baby doll. It was in the silly mo-
ments, like the “monster voice” he and an administrator would use 
to tell each other goodbye. It was in the sweet moments, like when 
a teacher sat and read him a book about taking a train trip, to pre-
pare him for our upcoming journey to a friend’s wedding. And it 
was in the difficult moments too — like when he became frightened 
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and distressed over fire drills, and the teachers carefully worked to 
comfort him.

I can remember mornings where I would charge into school a fraz-
zled mess, feeling harried and overwhelmed, and buzzing with 
anxious city energy. And the office admin would give me a kind, en-
couraging smile. The teachers would nod and patiently answer my 
questions. They would listen, and reassure me that forgetting snack 
would not in fact trigger the apocalypse. In these moments, I would 
feel the gentle energy and understanding that pervades the place. I 
would feel myself calm.

Throughout our time at Rivendell, this overall feeling of gentleness 
and understanding  —  it’s what made the school so special for us. The 
feeling is born partly out of having an extremely experienced staff, 
yes. But I think it’s largely due to the school’s wonderfully inclusive 
program. Rivendell was founded with a core mission of kindness and 
compassion — for everyone. This basic principal isn’t just part of the 
fabric of the place, it’s the main thread. So, while there are many les-
sons learned there — everything from washing hands to ABCs — the 
most important lesson is that we are all different. We are all unique. 
We each have our own challenges, as well as our own gifts. And we 
all — every one of us — have something special to share.

Sharing the Rivendell Experience 
With Scholarships
PETER BANKS
Rivendell Preschool Parent

When you ask people what they love most about Rivendell, 
you get a lot of different answers. We asked our daughter 
Hazel what she loved best and she knew right away: her 

friends, her teachers, and ‘flubber.’ All good answers. We cast the net a 
little wider and asked some of our friends from the Rivendell commu-
nity what they treasured most about their Rivendell experience, and 
we heard a diverse, but focused range of answers. Now, some of these 
are from parents, and some are from kids, but in no particular order…

•  How classes end with “The More We Get Together”.
•  The way the inclusion program builds awareness from their ear-

liest days about living with, caring for, being friends with people 
who have different capabilities... again, building compassionate 
empathetic little people

• Adam’s “Dirty, Nasty, Invisible Germ” song
• Katy and Shelly’s greeting at the door everyday
• How teachers and staff take care of the parents as well as the kids!
• The way everyone is called friend
• The tiny, sweet space of Classroom One

All of these answers really resonated with our experience, and in total 
paint a very compelling picture. Rivendell is a special place, not just 

Continued on following page
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because of what happens in the classrooms, but what happens around 
the school experience, and how that resonates through the totality of 
our children’s lives.

When Hazel has play dates with her friends from Rivendell, we always 
notice how thoughtfully they interact, how considerate they are with 
their words and actions, and what a sweet and gentle rhythm they have 
in their play. Even outside of school, the patterns and habits taught in 
class carry on, to shape their friendships, words, and actions. When 
you choose Rivendell, you have made the choice to put your children 
into this kind, gentle space, to make your children’s experience one of 
inclusion, diversity, and compassion.

So, when it comes to opportunities to donate — to this Annual Appeal or 
at the Annual Auction — we think it’s really valuable to remember one of 
the powerful things we’re doing with our contributions and bids. We’re 
building Rivendell’s scholarship fund and thus giving these moments, 
these opportunities to other children and families. To have the Rivendell 
experience as a child’s first foray into the world of education, is possibly 
one of the greatest gifts any of us can give. To set a child on the path to the 
kindness and mindfulness that we all experience in our children as they 
learn and grow at Rivendell, is so powerful as to be truly transformative.

So, cheers to everyone who has contributed before and to those who 
will contribute this year. Share what you can to grow this community, 
and to make our corner of the world a little bit of a kinder place. When 
you give to the school your generosity makes it possible to pass on 
some of the moments we’ve all shared.

VISIT OUR  
NEW WEB SITE

Get up-to-date information,  
see the school calendar,  
or contact us any time at

www.rivendellnyc.org

ALL PHOTOGR APHS BY MARC GOLDBERG,  
WHO GENEROUSLY DONATED HIS SERVICES .

www.marcgoldbergphotography.com • (917) 312-6824
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A Hundred Ways
JUDY HERSKOWIT Z
Rivendell Preschool Teacher

I came to Rivendell after twenty-five years of teach-
ing young children in a variety of settings. My pre-
vious experience had been in a school which prac-

ticed the Reggio Emilia philosophy, and before that, I 
had worked in private and public schools that were ‘old 
school’ practitioners of progressive education. These are 
all child-centered philosophies which share the belief 
that children learn through play, and that the teacher’s 
role is to provide different avenues for critical thinking, 
problem solving, and creative expression. Although I 
was familiar, in theory, with Montessori, I came to Riven-
dell with a few prejudices and misconceptions. I imag-
ined children working silently on their own little rugs 
or trays shouting, “It’s my work!” when a friend tried to 
join. I soon learned that the clear boundaries and limits 
encouraged by the work rugs did not preclude social in-
teraction, but helped the classroom run smoothly. It also 
gave children a way to get over frustrations and learn to 
make choices. When children know what to expect they 
can feel free to explore and create, and even rebel a little. 
When the guidelines that adults provide are consistent 

and make sense to them, they feel safe enough to test 
those limits, as they so often do!

The inclusion aspect of Rivendell was what really sold 
me on teaching here. In every classroom I had worked 
in over the years, there were children who had special 
needs, or children who simply marched to their own 
drummer. Teachers and administrators, however well 
intentioned, were usually at a loss on how to help these 
children. But at Rivendell, what was a problem else-
where became an opportunity to figure out what works 
best for every child. The bonus for all the children is to 
see differences as a positive part of everyday life, a point 
of view they will take with them as they move on.

So, for me, there has been nothing incompatible with my 
past experience and Rivendell’s Montessori philosophy 
and inclusion practice. It has been a place where a child 
can find (to paraphrase Loris Malaguzzi, founder of Reg-
gio Emilia) “a hundred ways of listening, of marveling, of 
loving, a hundred worlds to discover, a hundred worlds 
to invent, a hundred worlds to dream.”
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$50,000 & Over
The Morris and Alma  

Schapiro Fund

$30,000 to $49,999
The Nora Roberts Foundation

$2,500 to $29,999
Christy & Jackson Phillips

Liz & John Libre

Banks Family Foundation

Diane Sammer & Monique Hoeflinger

Elsa Butler & Andrew Bogart

Sara Shandler & Peter Banks

Zayyana Amry & Faisal Al-Sharji

Michelle Exline & Maziar Minovi

Claire Ellis & Chad Cooper

Mandy & James Wynn

$1,000 to $2,499
Alexis & Grant Mainland

Lindsey & Alan Jaffe

Lorena Ramirez & Julian Rampelmann

Jean & Mark Tansey

Liz Jebara

Rachel & Michael Lousteau

Katy Crile & Aaron Mason

Harold Pearson

Holly Brodie & Andres Davis

Yashmin Fernandes & Antonio Castro

Gretchen & Peter Lang

Craig Pengitore

Maria Luisa DeGaetano & David Lucca

Moody’s matching for Maria Luisa 
DeGaetano

Caroline & Michael Nigro

Stacy Crowell & Simon Carruthers

Sandy Lin & Henry Choi

Lauren Warner & Jason Brown, Grant 
& Owen

Ann & Roberts Winters

Lindsay & Nick Alexander

Shelley Dick & Marcel Dzama

Eleanor Macdonald & Alex Kobak

Danielle Scalzo

Don Duggan

Prosky & Rosenfeld LLP, CPAs

Quest Financial Services LLC

Kate & Kabir Singh

TC Group matching for J. Rampelmann

$500 to $999
Shawn Morehead

Katy Hill

Kenza & Alex Hagon

Angela Carola

Amy Herzog & Sam Gold

Wendy Miller

J & A Estes

Andrew Ormson

Risha Foulkes

Shelly Wolf Scott & Powell Scott

Maureen & Jonathan Holtz

Amy Lu & Charles Greer

Eileen & Henry Mason

Linda Petock-Ryzhova & Anton Ryzhov

Eric Martin

Sallie Stutz

Tracy & Francois Cabanis

Fidelity Charitable matching Ellis/
Cooper

Andrew G. Davis

Any Jo & Bill Frischling

Shebitz Berman Cohen & Delforte, PC

Peter Kellner on behalf of Catherine & 
Reuben Avery

The Mazzeo Agency, Inc.

Sterling Bank

Esme Usdan

Kirsten & John Williams

Anonymous in memory of Amanda 
Pearson

$250 to $499
Lule Demmissie & Carmelyn Malalis

Lea Elinor Bonnier

Alice Shearon

Neal Rosenberg, Esq.

Katherine Zaleski

Sybil Hannah

Glenda Esperance

Hasiena & Terence Dwarika

Laura & Terrence McGovern

Abbey Klassen

Law Offices of Regina Skyer

Rosalie V. Woodside

Elisa Lundy

Charles Brill

Daniel Dickson

John G. Dockendorff

Patricia Gaffney

Steph Johnson

Kepos Capital for Michael Nigro

Rachel Levy

Linda & Jerry Schick

Alessandra Lariu

Lissy Vomacka

Sarah & Jadrian Steele

Elizabeth Crils-Vadera

Catharine DuBois Fincke

Marion & Che Liang

Lisa & Jonathan Sack

Carolyn & David Sandholm

Ibby & David Sollors

$100 to $249
Wendy & Manish Valecha

Heidi Cox

Michelle O’Sullivan

Rachel Kash & David Rosen

Sunita Paul

Jeanne Alter in memory of John 
Woodside

Nancy Hruska & Mark Bianchi

Marie Rudden & Peter Lazes

Gabriella Martin

Asie Mirsky

Maggie & Hank Powell

Diana Miller

Kathy & Rob Price

Michail Choina

Meagan Crowley-Hsu

Peter Dooher

Rachele & Patrick Honner

Rufus Lusk

Theresa Salvanti

Tina Mochon

Lucy & John McMillan

Genevieve & John Bagley

Therese Bernbach

Martha Restrepo & Guillermo Cadena

Janet Weeks, Philip Cohen & Josiah 
Cohen

Vanessa D’Auria

Vanessa Delaine

Nicky DiPietro in memory of John 
Woodside

Becky Mode & Chris Erikson

Anne Fulenwider & Bryan Blatstein

Mona & Oz Hanley

Janine & Stephen Hodgkins

Friends of Rivendell School 2017
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Friends of Rivendell School 2017

$100 to $249 (continued)
Gale Kaufman & Michael Van Biema

Robin Keller

Pat & Randy Krumm

Lois & Walter Licht

Susan Brady & Mark Loeffler

Sally & Richard Mann

Angie & Ted Michaels

Deanna Carlisle Moss

Stephanie Reynolds

Jeff Saunders

Erika Schultz

Cheryl Shapiro

Christa, Tim, Elle & Liv Surowiecki

Up to $99
Alina Blazhevich

Andrew Dassori

Amelia & Craig D’Entrone

Owen Gannon

Juliette Borda & Brian Cronin

Dawn Bradford-Watt

Johanna Gohmann & David Boyle

Lucia and Manuela Amato

Katie Browning

Jenny Burns

Adam Chilenski

Judy Herskowitz

Zailoon & Nootan Jagdeo

Tom Johnson

Lois & Barry Ostrow

Susie & Greg Pak

Merin Urban

Leatrice Stutz

Ema & Craig Warga

Constance Tanner

Kim Arnold

Lacy Delgado

Kathleen Love & Glenn Bell

Robert Cantave

Sue & Paul Epstein

Joann & Joseph Kneafsey

Barbara Lesser

Scott MacDonald in honor of the 
Minovi’s

Jennifer Martin

Margaret & Matthew Popowsky

Susan & Joseph Walkush

Stephanie Wang-Breal & Benoit Breal

Mary Dixie Carter & Stephen Kempf

Anna Kuzmik & George Sampas

Wendy & Rob Wetstone

Laura Dawn & Daron Murphy

Maaike Bouwmeester & Alexander 
Wright

Zeena Rao & Narayan Raj

Lauren & Adam Wexler

Beth Lebowitz & Jerome Adler in 
memory of John Woodside

Benjamin Hare

Anda Bordean & Gregory Bugaj

Goldman Sachs matching for Narayan 
Raj

Sara McPhee & Brandon Fong

Natalie & Chris Hennessy

Erin & Chris Ozer

Jeanne-Marie Osterman

Justine & Matthew Fludgate

Annemarie Uliasz & Larry Brown

Caroline Fraser & Joel Barkow

Elise & Romain Job

Elizabeth & Kevin Cryan

Darnell & Eric Newsum

Alice Borghini & Jonathan Ratner

Emily Forland & Mark Abrams

Faiza Kazmi & Farid Aliyev

Julia Tung & Tongwei Liu

Michael McConnell

Remco Press

Anna Zhang & Joseph Yau

Anonymous in memory of John 
Woodside

Lauren Baum

Martin & Katz

Alexandra Vasquez & Vincenzo Amato

Betty & Luke Lawrence

Brigitte Yohe

Christina Novinsky & Gabriele Fontana

Thomas Gilbert in memory of John 
Woodside

Frieda & Yokhai Givon in memory of  
John Woodside

Elena & Carter Weiss

Ann & Barrett White

Thomson Reuters matching for Holtz

Jennifer & Matt Siegel

Hatgis

Hillary Reyl

Cynthia Vos

Margaret Weiss

Sarah Bevington & Fred Folmer in 
memory of John Woodside

Caroline Cox in memory of John 
Woodside

E & J Dalton

Leslie & Mark Godridge

Beth & Ted Howes

Eileen Hurley

Anita & Richard Inz in memory of  
John Woodside

Irene Kaufman & Daniel Neiden

Elise & Rodman Neumann in memory 
of  John Woodside

Janelle Reid

Stephen Salett

Ken & Foo Cassidy Westlund

Anna Hart

Nora & Johnny Carillo

Katie & Rajan Kapoor

Jeanette Greene in memory of  
John Woodside

Jenay Alejandro

Claire Bazinet in memory of John 
Woodside

Elayne Chanil in memory of John 
Woodside

Christie Episcopio

Ginny Hut

Gillian & Meir Kahtan

Marion Morgenthal & Lance Lynford in  
memory of John Woodside

Barbara & Charles Nurnberg in memory 
of John Woodside

Sasha Olney

Shirley & Matthew Taddonio

Tamara & Jason Tepper

Adela Vargas

Heather Shamsai & Basil Williams

Amy Sohn in memory of John 
Woodside

Carol Sokolovsky

Nancy Foner & Peter Swerdloff in 
memory of John Woodside

Wiliamsburg Neighborhood Nursery 
School

Julie Gaither & Taylor Griffin

Thank you
for your  
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our model inclusion program.  These services are highlighted in this issue, 
too, by a local preschool director and longtime collaborator who describes 
the benefits of a well-rounded Rivendell evaluation and special education 
itinerant teaching support at her daycare center. In addition, our founding 
Director, Rosalie Woodside, now the coordinator of the CORE Program, re-
minds us why and how that program, designed for children on the Autis-
tic Spectrum, is an essential part of the Rivendell mission. The excitement 
and responsibility of teaching our young scientists about stewardship of the 
environment through the Growing Connections Program is described for 
you by its teacher. And an early childhood educator, who joined the Rivendell 
team because of its mission, shares what she has discovered about her role 
in this challenging, yet also rewarding pursuit of inclusive education. 

The stories in this issue reflect the essential building blocks of Rivendell’s 
approach to early, authentic, inclusive education: evaluation, programming, 
educational support and outreach. You, our friends and supporters, are es-

sential too, especially today when efforts like ours are made progressively more difficult by reductions in pub-
lic funds and services for children with special needs. Here’s some of what you made possible this year:

• The purchase of a new greenhouse for the Growing Connections Program 
• Scholarships that enabled four families to access a Rivendell Preschool education for their children
• Additional one to one support for children with insufficient special education mandates
• Competitive teacher salaries in the face of ever-escalating benefit costs
•  Maintenance and improvements for our sensory gym, an unfunded space since the inception of the  

Department of Education’s cascade delivery of related service.

Please support Rivendell School again this year and for years to come! Your contributions make our mission 
a reality.

Very best wishes,


